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of " the supreme intelligence/' (so the mo-
notheistic Buddists termed their deity) and
the remnant of believers in this pure and
moral creed, became again oppressed with
external opposition, and torn by internal
schism, until their existence became lost
in the fluctuation of opinion, and their
power superseded by the growing strength
of the two great sects of Western India,
the Jains, and the Vishnuvies.

Such is a brief sketch of the circum-
stances which led to the engraving of the
Girnar rock, by the command of king
Asoka -, for bringing the history of which
to light, and decyphering its ancient cha-
racters, the learned and literary commu-
nity, is indebted to James Prinsep, Esq.,
of Calcutta, who has lately made the an-
rient character and language of Surashtra^
the object of his most arduous labours.

The Girnar rock bears three inscriptions.
The most ancient, which occupies the
eastern side, are the edicts of King Asoka.
These celebrated edicts are very perfect,